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Throughout my short time as a member of the University of New Mexico Naval
ROTC unit, | have come to find out a lot about myself, specifically, my strengths and
weaknesses. As | continue to look at the different paths available for me after
commissioning, my strengths and weaknesses have been very beneficial. They have
allowed me to reflect and see how | can improve myself; in addition | have seen the
direction | want to take myself in the near and upcoming future. Through utilizing my
strengths and weaknesses | have discovered how they can be utilized to not only benefit
myself, but also the Navy. This direction that | desire and plan to take myself in is

becoming an Intelligence Officer.

There are several reasons | have a desire to become an Intelligence Officer in the
future. First, | believe | have a great aptitude and ability to thoroughly analyze and
understand information. The reason for this being is that first | have decided to pursue a
technical major in statistics. Also statistics has a lot to do with not only understanding
information, but being able to make decisions based upon that understanding of the
information. This would be very behooving of an Intelligence Officer in the Navy. Having
this multi-dimensional aptitude of understanding and evaluating information is what |
would contribute to a successful Intelligence Officer career. Second, | have always been
intrigued of what “goes on behind the scenes” in successfully completing objectives. |
find it very fascinating of all the planning, from intelligence gathered from Naval

Intelligence Officers, that leads up to and helps makes the missions that the U.S Navy



conducts successful. | would like nothing more than to make this into a career, so that |
may use my skills and abilities to help contribute to the further success of the U.S Navy.
Lastly, and most importantly, | believe that becoming a U.S Naval Intelligence Officer
would make my time being in the Navy become a career vice a short term job. If you
wake up every morning and truly enjoy the work you are doing, | don’t believe that you
really view it as work. This is exactly what becoming a Naval Intelligence Officer would
do for me, and that is exactly why | plan on becoming, and will become a U.S Naval

intelligence Officer.

Recently | attended my midshipman cruise this past summer in San Diego,
California, on what is called CORTRAMID. | found this strong desire to become a Naval
Intelligence Officer when | was on my cruise. | spoke with an Intelligence Officer that is
currently serving on the USS Kidd. He said that he was relatively new to the field, as he
was a lateral transfer from the Surface Warfare community. He said that his decision to
transfer was the best decision of his life, and he gave me the advice to someday do the
same. | hope to one day be able to give that same advice to another Midshipman, as |

strive to become not only a U.S Navy Intelligence Officer, but a great asset to the United

States Navy.

Very Respectfully,

MIDN Lopez ———
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